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aovernment benefits

Bush stands to gain from city’s condemnation

By Pauline Arillaga

Assoietud Press Writer

ARLINGION, Temss -~ The
Teoxas baseball cluk,
partly  owned by Eepublican
gibernatorial camdidste George
V. Bush, stands to benefit from
government condennation of
aroync ity mew ballpark In
nt wealks, Bush ha eridicized
Ewerargent actions ageinst pri-
wile landowners.

The condemmnacion proecedings
wsstradict Bush’s smatesments
ming landowners’ cighes

nooncing bi ﬁwerme né,
Democrats :)urggf vdnesday.

They said the proceedings alsc
dely the Texss Fepublican
Party’s platform -hat states “pub-
li: money or public powers should
ot e used to fuad or . mplement
so-callad ‘peivete enteprise pro-
Jecde ®

s‘f‘m:ét m show thet .the
¥ agton anc a group
seseninyy the dewelpment o

Rq:mindudinimmlm-
aging pertmer .
hndownersemtandthedtyia
neadless’y taling away private
land to belp the vwners eonstruet
lnunﬁveﬂs.tlaram ard offices

at
“This bas te do with a of
thy busisess i

weal!

ot the & and profi-
beering,” smid Chuck McDonald, o
spokesman [fcr Democretie Gov.
Ana Richards' campaign “You've
got @ real difference in his cam-
g:g:::m-ic and in his privete

practices.”

Bush jefended the ccndemna.
tion and accused Richards' cam-
paign of diverting attemiion fom
the goveraor's position an feders)
enmtrol of several lakes m Texas.

“The dey of Arliagton and the
Arlingtoa sports sutharity did
condemn peroperty The
Ballpark at Arlingzon. The prop-
erty valies weat up is verin

<ases, And theve i one case in

which psople have ieken their
du.i;; uzht::: esurt of low,” he said.

¢ F proper recourse,
aad it's yood ublic policy to give

peopl: a chance to take their
claims Lo the courts. Ans Rich.
ards on the other band was will.
ing to wre over giam¢ swaths of
Texas land and Temas resources
to the ifederal governmert), and
the dtizers of Texas would not
bave had proper recourse”

Richards s:f‘n gdn_v ssught federal
protection v waberways, in-
#udingb Cul.h? Luk:d i;‘ Eagt

exas, bul chang T Poge
ition two monthe later saying sie
was concerned about incresssd
involvement by the federal gov-
ernment in etate affairs

The Bush campaign also
stressed Lhat s signed off
on the legisinticn that cleared the

for developmen: of the new
badiparic

responded:
signed the bill end thought it was
spprogriate public o
give (be kind of
beme they desarve ts have, bul it
crogees the line when they try to
take sdvsnt of the fact that
you can benefit at private lesd-
pwners A
The aastion dispute in-
volves twe traets of land for de-

velopment of prajects appruved in
conjunctiean with the wunew
stadium. The ciy of Addinguon
and the Arliagton Sperts Facili-
ties Development Autbority
(ASFDA) filed suit to acquire the
land @ {991

But the landywners fled &
cunie dain in 1992 contmdling
the omdemnation wax epal

That daim is pending in Tarrant |

County courts.

However, landowners’ at-
terneys charge that the pryject "ia
a private venaturs designed 1w
henefit a few very powerful, very
wealthy, and very wel-coumaecied
irdividuals — the owners of the
Texas Rangecs.”

“This is s land grmb of uan

recedonted proportion,” saic
éem Sodd, an altormey for the
fandowners, “We chink it's

tently illegal to take properdy

m ene group of grivate prop-
ety wwpers it W s more

o &
poworful and ingll:uﬁal groug o |
owners, evey il |

privete property

tey are headed by the son of che

q(?‘m) presidest of the Vaited
mﬂ
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